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approach his work in the proper detached, perceptive mood.)
Further, we can be pretty sure that such of it as now seems
vivid will still seem vivid to people a hundred years hence,
and that such part as seems faded is faded irretrievably.
His figure has receded to a distance in which it can be seen
in the same perspective with that of Fielding or Sir Walter
Scott, and in which we can discriminate his essential quality
with the same impartial clarity. We are in as good a position
as we shall ever be to come to a final judgement on him.

Even so, of course, our minds will need a little readjusting
before they are ready for the task. First of all, we must
acquaint ourselves with his creative range. We have to do
this before making a judgement on any novelist. QV novel
is a work of art in so far as it introduces us into a living world;
in some respects resembling the world we live in, but with
an individuality of its own. Now this world owes its char-
acter to the fact that it is begotten by the artist's creative
faculty on his experienced His imagination apprehends
reality in such a way as to present us with a new vision of it.
But in any one artist only some aspects of his experience
fertilise his imagination, strike sufficiently deep down into
the fundamentals of his personality, to kindle his creative
spark^/His achievement, therefore, is limited to that part
of his work which deals with these aspects of his experience.
Only in so far as it stays within their limits does his work
have creative life. It is therefore the first duty of a critic
to realise this range. Otherwise he will always be looking
for something in a book that it jfoes not profess to provide)
Many critics, who should know better, do not seem to realise!
this obligation. They condemn Emily Bronte for not*
showing us more of the brighter side of life; or Henry
James for only writing, about the rich. But the brighter
side of life did not stimulate Emily Bronte's imagination.
Nor was Henry James inspired by the contemplation of
impoverished persons. They were therefore quite right to